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ever, all of them are selected from among members
of the Communist Party.

The court procedure differs greatly from that in
the United States, although there is a prosecuting
and a defending attorney. In the U.S.S.R. the de-
fending as well as the prosecuting attorney is paid
by the state, and the latitude given the judge in
conducting a case is far greater than in any of our
courts. The judge may stop any questioning or
cross-examination by the prosecuting or defending
attorneys, he conducts the questioning and cross-
examines the witnesses or litigants himself, and
terminates the case and trial in accordance with his
own best judgment. The result is that cases are con-
ducted and decisions handed down, if not always
justly, at least always very swiftly. The final de-
cision is made by the majority, or two of the three
judges, and as a rule the two assistant judges are
guided by their superior's opinion.

Though this, like so many other phases of Rus-
sian life, has been changed now, it was not so long
ago, when millions of Russians were still included
in the declassified categories, that the courts, more
than any other institution in the U.S.S.R., portrayed
the tragi-coxnic side of Russian life. When the liti-
gants involved were a worker on one hand and a